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1 THE ISSUE 

1.1   This report invites the Licensing Sub-Committee to consider whether or not a 
three wheeled vehicle is suitable in type, size and design to be licensed as a 
private hire vehicle.  

1.2 The policy adopted by the Council requires each application be dealt with on its 
own merits and where applications fall outside the general policy they should be 
referred to the Licensing Sub-Committee for determination. 

1.3 The policy adopted by the Council requires that the engine size of the vehicle 
shall be at least 1400cc and allows standard conditions to be attached to the 
grant of a private hire vehicle licence in B&NES.  The vehicle for which 
permission is being sought does not comply with the required minimum engine 
size and cannot comply with certain other requirements of the standard private 
hire license conditions 

2 RECOMMENDATION 

2.1 That the Sub-Committee determine the issue and that should the licence be 
granted it be subject to the standard Private Hire conditions with the caveat 
“where appropriate”, and the additional conditions offered by the applicant.



 

 

3 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (FINANCE, PROPERTY, PEOPLE) 

3.1 There are no resource implications arising from this report.  The costs of 
processing licences are covered by the fees charged. The fee for this application 
was £126 which is non-refundable in the event of the application being 
unsuccessful. 

4 STATUTORY CONSIDERATIONS AND BASIS FOR PROPOSAL 

4.1 Section 80 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
defines a private hire vehicle as ‘a motor vehicle constructed or adapted to seat 

fewer than nine passengers, other than a hackney carriage or public service 

vehicle or a London cab or tramcar, which is provided for hire with the 
services of a driver for the purpose of carrying passengers. 

4.2 Section 48 (1) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
provides that a district council may on the receipt of an application from the 
proprietor of any vehicle for the grant in respect of such vehicle of a licence to 
use the vehicle as a Private Hire Vehicle, grant in respect thereof a vehicle 
licence: 

Provided that a district council shall not grant such a licence unless they are 
satisfied – 

(a) that the vehicle is- 

(i) suitable in type, size and design for use as a private hire vehicle, 

(ii) not of such design and appearance as to lead any person to believe 
that the vehicle is a hackney carriage, 

(iii) in a suitable mechanical condition, 

(iv) safe, and 

(v) comfortable. 

 

4.3 Section 48 (2) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
provides that a district council may attach to the grant of a licence under this 
section such conditions as they may consider reasonably necessary including, 
without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing provisions of this subsection, 
conditions requiring or prohibiting the display of signs on or from the vehicle to 
which the licence relates. 

4.4 Section 48 (7) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
provides that any person aggrieved by the refusal of a district council to grant a 
vehicle licence under this section or by any conditions specified in such a 
licence, may appeal to a magistrates court. 

4.5 In January 2014 the Council’s Licensing Committee adopted the current policy 
on Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Standards –Drivers, Vehicles 
and Operators.  (The Policy is produced at Annex D). 



 

4.6 In January 2014 the Council’s Licensing Committee adopted a set of standard 
licence conditions applicable to all Private Hire vehicle licenses issued in Bath & 
North East Somerset.  (The conditions are produced at Annex B) 

5 THE REPORT 

5.1 Mr Walker applied for the grant of a Private Hire vehicle licence on the 8th August 
2016. (A copy of the application form is produced at Annex C). 

5.2 The application is for a Piaggio Ape City 200 three wheeled vehicle, which is a 
motorised tricycle with no doors and powered by a 200cc engine.   

5.3 The proposed vehicle does not  comply with the standard licence conditions 
attached to the grant of a Private Hire licence in the area of Bath & North East 
Somerset Council.   

5.4 The standard conditions require that “The engine size of a Private Hire vehicle is 
normally 1400cc”.  This application is for a vehicle with an engine size of 200cc. 

5.5 The standard conditions require that “The vehicle must be fitted with a right hand 
drive and shall have a minimum of four doors”.  This application is for a vehicle 
controlled by handlebars which has no doors.  

5.6 The standard conditions require that “Vehicles shall comply with the European 
Community M1 type approval for passenger carrying vehicles.  The definition 
category of M1 type approval is any motor vehicle with at least four wheels 
designed and constructed for the carriage of passengers”. This is compliant with 
the EC Whole Vehicle Type Approval process.  This application is for a vehicle 
with three wheels which is manufactured in India for the carriage of passengers. 
Such vehicles do  not undergo any type approval process similar to the 
European Community type approval for passenger carrying before being 
imported into the UK.  

5.7  The EC Whole Vehicle Type Approval (ECWVTA) is based around a framework 
and subordinate EC instruments and provides for the approval of whole vehicles, 
in addition to vehicle systems and separate components. This certification is 
accepted throughout the EU without the need for further testing until a standard 
is updated or a vehicle design changes.   

5.8 The European approval scheme is based on the concept of ‘type approval’ and 
put simply; this process provides a mechanism for ensuring that vehicles meet 
relevant environmental, safety and security standards. As it is not practical to 
test every single vehicle made, one production vehicle is tested as being 
representative of the ‘type’. A number of performance requirements will apply to 
a given vehicle type ranging from tyres through to exhaust emissions and 
braking systems. To ensure a consistent approach, the test methodology is 
outlined in the relevant EC Directive / Regulation or UN Regulation and the tests 
are carried out at an appropriate facility. 

5.9 A system of mandatory European Community Whole Vehicle Type Approval 
(ECWVTA) has been in place for motorcycles for a number of years. However as 
the proposed vehicle is manufactured in India it has not been “type approved” for 
use on UK roads. 



 

5.10 The proposed vehicle is imported into the UK and is then “modified” by the 
importer who installs seatbelts to the required UK standards. 

5.11 Once the required seatbelts have been installed the vehicle then is put through 
the Motorcycle Single Vehicle Approval (MSVA) type approval process which is 
specifically for vehicles that do not have EC type approval due to being 
manufactured for use in non EU markets.  The MSVA scheme ensures that any 
proposed vehicle complies with UK British law. 

5.12 The proposed vehicle has obtained MSVA approval.  

5.13 The standard conditions require that “A roof sign as prescribed by the Council 
shall be fitted to the vehicle at all times whilst hired or available for hire” Due to 
the fabric construction of the vehicle canopy it would not be possible for the 
proposed vehicle to display a roof sign.  

5.14 Mr Walker has submitted a full business proposal along with suggested 
additional conditions, a statement from the vehicle importer and information on 
the MSVA scheme.  (This documentation is produced at Annex C). 

5.15 The vehicle will be available for inspection by Members on the day of the 
meeting. 

6 RATIONALE 

6.1 Each application for a licence will be considered on its own merits and in line 
with the current Policy on Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing 
Standards. This application if for a Private Hire vehicle licence in respect of a 
vehicle which cannot comply with the standard licence conditions attached to the 
grant of a Private Hire vehicle licence in B&NES.  Consequently, this matter is 
referred to the Licensing Sub Committee for consideration. 

7 OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED 

7.1 None 

8 CONSULTATION 

8.1 The Council's Monitoring Officer (Head of Legal and Democratic Services and 
Council Solicitor) and Section 151 Officer (Divisional Director - Finance) and 
Information Governance Officer have had the opportunity to input to this report 
and have cleared it for publication.



 

9 RISK MANAGEMENT 

9.1 A risk assessment related to the issue and recommendations has been 
undertaken, in compliance with the Council's decision making risk management 
guidance. 

 

Contact person  John Dowding  01225 477689 

Background 
papers 

Licensing File 

Please contact the report author if you need to access this report in an 
alternative format 
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